[TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, EXTRAORDiNARY, PARTII,

SECTION 3, SUB-SECTION (i)]

: GOVERNMENT OF INDIA _
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 15" March, 2024

G.S.R...- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 8 of the Cinematograph Act, 1952 (37 of 1952),
and in supersession of the Cinematograph (Certification) Rules, 1983, the Central Government hereby
makes the following rules, namely : —

1. Short title and cominencement.-
(1) These rules shall be called the Cinematograph (Certification) Rules, 2024.
(2) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. Definitions.- In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires-

()
(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)

(ix)
)
(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)
(xv)

(xvi)

“Act” means the Cinematograph Act, 1952 (37 of 1952);

“advisory panel” means the advisory panel of the Board constituted under rule 7;
“applicant” means a person applying for certification of a film for public exhibition under
section 4;

“Assistant Regional Officer” means an assistant regional officer appointed under rule 9
and includes the Secretary to Chairperson;

“Board” means the Board of Film Certification constituted under section 3;

“Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the Board;

“Chiet Executive Officer” means a Chief Executive Officer appointed under rule 9;
“Examining Officer” means a Chief Executive Ofticer or a Regional Officer or an
AdditionalRegional Ofticer or an Assistant Regional Officer or such other officer
appointed by the Central Government for the purpose of examination of films;

“feature film” means fictionalized story long film;

“foreign films” means filims produced outside India;

“long film” is a film running 72 minutes or more, including the credit and title time of the
film;

“member” means a member of the Board and includes the Chairperson;

“Regional Officer” means a Regional Officer appointed under rule 9 and includes a Chief
Executive Officer, an Additional Regional Officer and an Assistant Regional Officer or
such other officer appointed under that rule;

“section” means a section of the Act;

“short film” means a film running less than 72 minutes;

“UA certificate” means a ‘UA’ certificate with the appropriate ‘UA marker’ as defined
under clause (i) of section 2 of' the Act; and



3. Terms of office.-
(1) A member of the Board shall hold office during the pleasure of the Central Government.
(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-rule (1), the Chairperson shall hold office for a period of three
years and shall continue to hold office until their successor is appointed;
Provided that pending the appointment of their successor, the Central Government may
appoint another person to act as Chairperson in the interim for a period not exceeding one
year.
(3) Subject to the provisions of sub-rule (1), every other member shall hold office for a period not
exceeding three years:
Provided that the term of the members shall continue until new members are appointment
in their place:
Provided further that the term of the members shall be discontinued in the sequence of
their appointment.
(4) A retiring member or a member whose term of office has expired by efflux of time shall be eligible
for re-appointmént.

4. Representation of women in the board.-

The Central Government may take such steps as it thinks fit to appoint women members in the Board
so that there is due representation for women, where for one-third of the members in the Board shall
be women and preferably half shall be women.

5. Casual vacancy.-
A casual vacancy in the Board by resignation, death or removal of a member or otherwise shall be
filled by the appointment of another member who shall hold office for the full term of membership
provided under sub-rule (3) of rule 3.

6. Headquarters.-
Unless otherwise directed by the Central Government, the headquarters of the Board shall be at
Mumbai.

7. Temporary absence of Chairperson.-
Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, when the Chairperson is unable to discharge their
functions owing to absence, illness or any other cause, the Central Government may nominate a
member of the Board who will discharge the functions of the Chairperson until the Chairperson
resumes their duties.

8. Constitution of advisory panels.-
(1) The Central Government shall constitute an advisory panel at each of the regional offices of the
Board.
(2) An advisory panel constituted under sub-rule (1) shall consist of such number of members as the
Central Government may, after consultation with the Board, determine.
(3) The Central Government may, after consultation with the Board, appoint any person whom it
thinks fit to be a member of an advisory panel;



Provided that the Central Government may dispense with such consultation in respect of
such number of members not exceeding one-third of the total number of members of the
advisory panel, as that Governiment thinks fit,

Provided further that for at least one-third of the members of the advisory panel shall be
women and preferably half shall be women.

9. Terms of office of members of advisory panels.-

(1) A member of an advisory panel shall hold office during the pleasure of the Central Government.

(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-rule (1), every such member shall hold office for a period not
exceeding three years;

(3) A retiring member or a member whose term of office has expired by efflux of time shall be
eligible for re-appointment,

(4) The Central Government may remove from office any member of an advisory panel before the
expiration of their term of office.

10. Officers of the Board.-

(1) For the purpose of enabling the Board to perform its functions under the Act, the Central
Government may appoint a Chief Executive Officer, Regional Officers, Additional Regional
Officers, Assistant Regional Officers and such other officers at the headquarters and at each of the
regional offices of the Board:

Provided that the Central Government may delegate to the Chairpersen/Chief Executive
Officer subject to such conditions and limitations, if any, as may be specified by it, the power of
appointment conferred on it under this sub-rule, other than the powers of appointment in relation
to the posts of _Regional,Ofﬁcer and Additional Regional Officer.

Provided further that the Chairperson or Chief Executive Officer may grant leave to or
sﬁspend or remove from service any officer appointed by him under the powers delegated to him
under this sub-rule.

(2) The Regional thcers Additional Regional Officers, Assistant Regional Officers and other
officers appointed under sub-rule (1) shall perform such duties as may be a351gned to them under
these rules,.or by the Chairperson or Chief Executive Officer or by the Board.

11. Duties of the Board - .

The Board shall, in addmon to other duties prescribed under these rules,-

(1) submit an annual report to the Central Government reviewing the work done by the Board during
the preceding financial year and the report shall contain a detailed analytical study of the trends in
film industry;

(2) prescribe the manner in which the registers, records and accounts of the Board shall be kept; and

(3) review the work of the Regional Officers and members of the Advisory Panels.

12. Assessment of public reactions to films.-
With a view to determining the principles to be observed in certifying films, the Board may take such
steps as it thinks fit to assess public reactions to films, and for that purpose, the Board may hold
symposia or seminars of film critics, film writers, community leaders and persons engaged in the film
industry, or such other persons and also undertake local or national surveys to study the impact of
various kinds of films on the public mind.



13. Terms and conditions of service (other than salary and allowances) of the Chairperson of the

Board and allowances payable to the other members of the Board.-

(1) The Chairperson, if they are a paid full-time officer, shall be entitled to draw travelling and daily
allowances as admissible under the Fundamental and Supplementary Rules, 1922 and shall be
entitled to leave and leave salary and such other benefits and shall be governed by such conditions
of service as are applicable to Central Government Officers engaged on contract:

Provided that in the case of an officer of an All India or Central Civil or General Central
Service or State Service being appointed as Chairperson he shall be entitled to leave and
leave salary and other benefits admissible to officers of such service so long as they
continue to belong to that Service:

Provided further that if an officer who has already been holding a post under Government
on contract with the benefits of Contributory Provident Fund is appointed as Chairperson,
shall be allowed to carry forward the unutilised portion of leave earned by them during
previous service and they shall also continue to be eligible for the Contributory Provident
Fund benefits.

(2) Every honorary member (including the Chairperson where they do not receive any salary) may,-
(a) be paid an allowance for attending the preview of a film or meeting of the Revising
Committee or the Board at the rate as notified from time to time by the Central
Government for each day of such preview or meeting;

(b) if they are an out-station member, travel by air or by train as admissible according to
the orders issued by the Central Government from time to time in respect of journeys
undertaken by them for the performance of their duties as such members;

14. Allowances payable to members of the advisory panels.-

(1) Every member of the advisory panel shall be entitled to draw travelling and daily allowances for
journeys performed by them for attending the meetings of the Board outside the headquarters or
for the purpose of discharging any other duties prescribed under the Act with prior approval of the
Chairperson on the scale provided under the Fundamental and Supplementary Rules, 1922
applicable to First Grade officers of Central Government.

(2) Every member of the advisory panel shall be entitled to receive a consultancy fee for attending a
preview of film or a meeting of the Committee or Panel or for verification of cuts and affected
contents at the rate as notified from time to time by the Central Government, provided that
payment of daily allowance in terms of sub-rule (1) above will not be admissible in addition to the
payment of consultancy fees under this sub-rule.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rules (1) and (2), if any member of the advisory panel
is a Member of Parliament, they shall not be entitled to any remuneration other than the
allowances defined in clause (a) of section 2 of the Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification)
Act, 1959 (10 of 1959).

15. Meetings of the Board.-
(1) The Board shall ordinarily meet once a quarter for the transaction of business but the Chairperson
may at any time call an extraordinary meeting if they consider it necessary to do so.
(2) Meetings of the Board shall be held at such places as the Chairperson may at their discretion fix
for the purpose.

16. Co-opted Members.-



The Chairperson may co-opt the Chief Executive Officer or any one or more of the regional officers
or any officer of the Central Government as a member or members of the Board for the purpose of
attending a particular meeting of the Board and such officer or officers shall then be entitled to
participate in the deliberations of the Board at that meeting but shall not be entitled to vote.

17. Notice of meeting.-

(1) At least twenty-one clear days' notice of all meetings of the Board shall be given to each member.
(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (1), an urgent meeting may be called by the
Chairperson at three clear days’ notice.

(3) The notice shall state the business to be transacted at the meetings and no business other than that

stated shall be transacted at such meeting except with the consent of the Chairperson or on his motion.

18. Business ordinarily to be transacted at meetings.-
The business of the Board shall ordinarily be transacted at a meeting duly called in accordance with
the provisions of these rules:
Provided that the Chairperson may, if they think fit, circulate any urgent matter among the
members for their opinion.

19. Quorum.-
At every meeting of the Board, quorum shall be considered to be constituted if there are:
(a) four members if the Chairperson is present; or
(b) six members if the Chairperson is absent.

20. President of the meeting.-
Meetings of the Board shall be presided over by the Chairperson, or in his absence, by a member
elected by the members present from among themselves.

21. Question to be decided by majority of votes.-
Every question before the Board shall be decided by a majority of votes, and in the case of equality of
votes, the Chairperson or the member elected to preside under rule 19, as the case may be, shall have a
second or casting vote.

22. Application for examination of films.-

(1) Every application to certify a film for public exhibition shall be made on the online portal of the
Board, hereinafier referred to as the e-cinepramaan portal in accordance with the format of the
Common Application Form as prescribed by the Board.

(2) Any application to re-certify or change the category of a film that has received final certification
from the Board, to be exhibited on television or such other media other than the medium originally
certified, shall be made on the e-cinepramaan portal in accordance with the Common Application
Form.

(3) The application referred to in sub-rule (1) above shall be made through the Regional Officer
concerned as per the First Schedule:

Provided that in case of foreign films, the Chairperson may direct or permit
applications in respect of them to be made or transferred to a Regional Officer other than
the Regional Officer to whom such applications would have been made but for this

proviso:
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Provided further that the Chairperson may in the following circumstances, direct or
permit applications in respect of any films or class of films to be made or transferred to a
Regional Officer other than the Regional Officer to whom such applications would have
been made but for this proviso, namely,-
(i) where the Chairperson is satisfied that immediate action for examination of a film is
necessary, or
(ii) where examination of a film with the assistance of persons well acquainted with the
language of the film is not possible at the place where but for the provisions of this
proviso, it would have been made for examination, or
(iii) for such other reasons as may be specified by the Chairperson in writing.
(4) Every such application under sub-rules (1) or (2) shall be accompanied by online submission of
following on the e-cinepramaan portal,-

(a) the payment of fee prescribed under rule 36;

(b) the synopsis of the film, together with full credit titles;

(c) the complete script, including the full text of the songs, if any;

(d) the same language subtitles, same language audio description, or same language closed
captior{s,,if any, and any other accessibility features as may be notified, from time to time, by
the Central Government;

(e) astatement showing the duration of the film; and

(f) the documents submitted under clauses (c), (d) and (e) shall be accompanied by the Time
Counter Reading:

Provided that where the film is in a language other than English or any Indian
language listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India, the applicant shall
furnish the translation in English or Hindi of the synopsis, the complete script and the
full text of the songs, if any:

Provided further that in the case of a film referred to in the preceding proviso, the
Regional Officer may direct the applicant to also furnish the translation in English or
Hindi of the full text of the dialogue, speeches or commentary in the film;

(g) a declaration made in writing by the producer of the film declaring that no cruelty was caused
to the animals used during shooting of the films produced in India under any other law, for the
time being in force.

Explanation: For the purpose of this clause:
(i) *animal” shall have the meaning assigned to it under clause (a) of section 2 of
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (59 of 1960);
(ii) “cruelty” means treating the animals in any manner specified in clauses (a) to
(0) of sub-section (1) of section 11 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act,
1960 (59 of 1960);

(h) if the applications made for the purpose of a fresh certificate under sub-rule (2) of rule 30, the
copy of original certificate or duplicate certificate; and

(i) if the application is made by a person other than the producer or copyright holder of the film
an authorisation in writing on a stamped paper of appropriate value to be notified by the
Chairperson from the producer or copyright holder of the film.

(5) If, in the case of a short film, the Regional Officer is satisfied that the applicant is not able to
furnish the documents specified in sub-rule (4) along with the application for reasons beyond his
control, the Regional Officer may direct that such documents may be furnished within such period
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after the examination of the film as they may specify or that the submission of such documents
may be dispensed with.

(6) No such application shall be accompanied by any documents other than those mentioned in sub-
rule (4).

23. Examining Committee.-

(1) On receipt of an application under Rule 22, the Regional Officer shall appoint an Examining
Committee to examine the film and the examination shall be made at the cost of the applicant on
such date, at such place and at such time as the Regional Officer may determine.

(2) The Examining Committee shall consist of:-

(a) in the case of a short film, a member of the advisory panel and an examining officer either
of whom shall be a woman; and

(b) in the case of a long film, four members of the advisory panel and an examining officer of
whom two persons shall be women:
Provided that if the examining officer is unavoidably absent at the examination of a film,
the Examining Committee shall consist of two members of the advisory panel in a case
falling under clause (a) and five members of the advisory panel in a case falling under
clause (b):
Provided further that in the Examining Committee, in a case falling under clause (a) one
member shall be a woman and in a case falling under clause (b) two members shall be
women.

(3) The Regional Officer may invite such subject or language experts in the field of film as it may
consider appropriate, for the examination of a film by the Examining Committee:

Provided that the expert invitees who attend the meetings of the Examining Committee
shall be paid such fees and allowances as may be prescribed by the Central Government:
Provided further that where such an expert has not been invited for the initial screening, if
the Examining Committee decides that the film is required to be seen by such expert, the
screening may be done again by the Board, without any cost to the applicant.

(4) The film to be examined by the Examining Committee shall be:

(a) in its final form with the background music and all sound effects duly recorded on the film
itself, and

(b) the title, castings and credits shall be displayed in the language of the dialogue of the film,
and the same may be displayed in any other language if so desired by the applicant.

(5) All previews of films for the purpose of examination for certification and the reports and records
relating thereto shall be treated as confidential.

(6) The names of the members of the Examining Committee examining the film shall not be disclosed
to any official or nonofficial not concerned with the preview of the particular film or to any other
person including the applicant.

(7) Nothing in sub-rules (5) and (6) shall affect the disclosure of names of persons in the certificate
granted by the Board.

(8) The applicant shall not be allowed to be present inside the preview theatre.

(9) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rules (5), (6) and (8) the Chairperson may by special or
general order permit any member of the staff to be present at the preview to render such assistance
as may be required.

























































